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Your February 2009 issue came with a 

DVD of openSUSE 11.1.

Although I have no quarrels with the 

technical side of the distribution, it does 

come with a wordy End User License 

Agreement (EULA) that the user is 

deemed to have agreed to by 

the mere act of installing 

and/ or using openSUSE 

11.1. Some clauses of 

that EULA make me 

uneasy, such as:

“As required by US 

law, you represent 

and warrant that you: 

(a) understand that 

openSUSE 11.1 is subject 

to export controls under the 

US Commerce Department’s 

Export Administration Regulations 

(“EAR”); (b) are not located in a prohib-

ited destination country under the EAR 

or US sanctions regulations; (c) will not 

export, re-export, or transfer openSUSE 

11.1 to any prohibited destination, entity, 

or individual without the necessary 

export license(s) or authorizations(s) 

from the US Government; . . . . . . . .”

or:

“If any provision of this agreement is 

held to be unenforceable, that will not 

affect the enforceability of the remaining 

provisions. This agreement will be gov-

erned by the laws of the State of Utah 

and of the US, without regard to any con-

flict of laws provisions, except that the 

United Nations Convention on the Inter-

national Sale of Goods will not apply.”

OpenSUSE 11.1, to me, is essentially a 

well-packaged bundle of free open 

source software that is covered by the 

GNU General Public License. I wonder 

whether the Novell people may be 

breaching the terms of the GNU General 

Public License by slapping an additional 

EULA on top of it. At best, it fits poorly 

with the spirit of the Free Software com-

munity. I would welcome Jon ‘maddog’ 

Hall’s take on this.

Further, does Novell really expect me 

to acknowledge any alleged extraterrito-

rial powers of the US Justice or Com-

merce departments, or expect me to 

ensure that my country doesn’t get onto 

some list that, in my understanding, can 

be changed anytime at the whim of the 

US Government of the day?

Your readers may like to have a close 

look at the fine print of openSUSE’s 

EULA. Some, like me, may feel more 

comfortable with an open software dis-

tribution that is simply covered by the 

GNU General Public License. OpenSUSE 

might be an excellent distribution, but 

fortunately it is not the only one.

Fred Backer

LM  We provide openSUSE as a DVD 

option because it is an important Linux 

distro and many of our readers are inter-

ested in it in spite of its EULA restric-

tions. We agree that EULAs are increas-

ingly becoming an issue throughout the 

open source community. Unless you 

have your own lawyer on staff, the best 

approach is to read the EULA carefully 

and make sure you agree with every-

thing in it – don’t click the ACCEPT but-

ton unless you are OK with all the provi-

sions. If that means you don’t use distros 

that use EULAs, that can only help pres-

sure Linux vendors to reverse this trend.

On November 26, 2008, openSUSE’s 

Community Manager, Joe “Zonker” 

Brockmeier, announced 

changes to the licensing 

agreement. “We’re 

happy to say that 

you’ll be able to 

enjoy openSUSE 11.1’s final release with-

out clicking through a EULA at all,” he 

says. Zonker also says, “This is not a 

EULA, it’s a license notice,” and he links 

to the new license, called “LICENSE 

AGREEMENT openSUSE 11.1.” We 

noticed that the clauses that concern you 

are still a part of the agreement.

For more information on licensing, see 

Zonker’s announcement – and reader 

comments – here: http://  zonker. 

 opensuse.  org/  2008/  11/  26/  opensuse-sports

-a-new-license-ding-dong-the-eulas-dead/

The box on page 86 of Issue 99 was 

titled “Bootsplashes for Grub.” Most dis-

tros no longer use splashimage for grub 

but gfxemenu. Your mention of pixel and 

color limitations could mislead the more 

innocent readers. Those dimensions are 

blown away by this command:

$ identify /root/gfx/back.jpg

/root/gfx/back.jpg JPEG 

1280x1024 1280x1024+0+0 

DirectClass

8-bit 308.217kb

Reference my wiki: http://  www.  sidux. 

 com/  index.  php?  module=pnWikka& 

 tag=Gfxmenu

LM  Thanks for the feedback and the 

link. We’re happy to pass this informa-

tion on to any readers who are interested 

in reading more about working with the 

Bootsplash.
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If you are a Linux Magazine subscriber 

who didn’t receive a DVD, and you 

would like to receive a DVD with future 

issues, check out our upgrade options 

here:  http://www.linux-magazine.com/ 

manage

NO DVD?
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