Joe Casad, Editor in Chief

COMMENT

NEW ONLINE

Dear Linux Magazine Reader,

If you occasionally surf to our
online home, you may have
already noticed some big
changes. We rolled out a new
website a few weeks ago, and
we’re all very excited about it.
We’ve been talking about it for
years. I have personally
responded to about a hundred
email messages on the topic,
and I was only involved with
one part of the big picture.

It was interesting to see up
close how expanding technol-
ogy can lead to expanding expectations. The first time I
participated in a web-related project, we were happy to
hack around typing tags in manually with emacs. Later
we were overjoyed to witness the dawn of the WYSIWYG
era and the arrival of a few simple layout tools.

Now the rise of content-management systems brings a
whole new flexibility, which requires a whole new
approach. Since each article is not just text but is more
like a record in a database, the possibilities for building
new features are nearly endless - especially if you are
ready to do a little coding. In fact, the opportunities for
innovation are limited only by the time available for writ-
ing code, troubleshooting code, and emailing each other
about what to do next.

The enhanced functionality leads to a bigger vision,
which means that, despite the progress, we are still in a
world where no project is ever finished before the dead-
line. In the best case, though, the rising expectations lead
to better, more elegant, and more useful web creations,
and that’s what we’ve achieved in this case. Thanks to
all the team members who participated.

If you are a regular visitor, you may already know that
one of the most interesting features of our website is the
archive. We are proud of the size and scope of our
archive - the collection of past articles we make available
to readers online. On the old site, you could call up arti-
cles by word search. On the new site, we wanted to make
the archive browsable as well as searchable. As you’ll
see, you can choose a topic in the navigation bar and
browse through all the articles associated with that topic.

You’ll also discover that we have a newfound interest
in news. Rather than just linking to the same RSS feeds
everyone else is using, we are actually out there search-

ing for our own stories
and writing our own
reports. Our interna-
tional talent pool makes
such things easier than it
is for many of our com-
petitors, and we hope to
deliver an international
viewpoint that is different
from what you’ll find else-
where.

Watch the site for
changes. We welcome you
to both our front doors:
http://www.linux-magazine.
com and http://www.linux-
promagazine.com. In the
coming months, we hope to
introduce more new features,
such as web-only blogs,
reviews, and technical articles.

Be sure to let us know what
you think - and what you’d like to see in the future.
Send your comments to letters@linux-magazine.com.

Linux Magazine is proud to be part of an international
group of Linux publications founded in the early days
of the Open Source movement.

Our team includes authors, editors, and Linux specia-
lists producing nine magazines in six languages. Our

goal is to provide our readers with useful, hands-on
information on working with Linux.

As a reader of Linux Magazine, you are joining an
information network that is dedicated to distributing
knowledge and technical expertise to Linux users
around the world.
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