








MeeGo 1.0 Software Platform

for Netbooks Released

The MeeGo project, a Linux-based
joint venture between Nokia and Intel,
announced the release of MeeGo 1.0
core software platform for netbooks.
The project, which combines Intel’s
Moblin project and Nokia’s Maemo ini-
tiative has released its 1.0 API.

In addition to the APl and Qt 4.6, the
MeeGo software platform also in-
cludes a robust SDK with some power-
ful open source tools: Ofono tele-
phony, Conman connection manager,
and BlueZ, the official Linux Bluetooth
protocol stack, handle communica-
tions.

DeviceKit and udev manage the OS'’s
interactions with hardware devices,
and the default filesystem is Btrfs. The
entire MeeGo 1.0 operating system is
based on the 2.6.33 build of the Linux
kernel.
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MeeGo 1.0 also works on
Nokia’s N900 smart-
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should be out by the time
this prints. The OS comes
packaged with Chrome as
the default browser, but
Chromium is also avail-
able. The MeeGo Handset
user experience will come
packaged with Fennec, the
mobile version of Firefox.
The development tree for
1.1is already open with touch support
for handsets, tablets, and car-mounted
infotainment devices such as GPS con-
firmed. MeeGo 1.1 will be released in
October, but developers will have ac-
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cess in June. Future releases of
MeeGo are planned on a six-month
schedule. For more information, in-
cluding links to both the netbook and
N900 versions of the OS, head to the
MeeGo community blog.
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In the Channel: Linux Distros Worth Checking Out

Say “hello” to Isadora

The Linux Mint team announced Linux Mint 9 Isadora. The
open source OS, which is based on Ubuntu 10.04, marks the
first new version since Version 8, “Helena,” came in Novem-
ber 2009.

Like all good OS updates, Isadora contains a slew of new
features, including a new backup tool and software man-
ager. The Windows installer from previous releases returns,
allowing a user to install Linux Mint as a program on a Win-
dows C:\drive, without the need for partitions.

A USB startup disk creator commonly packaged with
Ubuntu allows Linux Mint to export onto a USB stick.
Among the included software in Linux Mint 9 is Gwibber, an
open source microblog client; P7zip, a zip utility; and apturl,
a package installer. On a superficial level, Isadora features
new backgrounds, an enhanced welcome screen, and an
improved and simplified Update Manager.

Linux Mint 9 can be downloaded at http://www.linuxmint.
com/download.php.

Kid-friendly Linux distro gets a new
character, features

Qimo For Kids, the Linux distro aimed at educating children
has received a minor upgrade in the form of Qimo 2.0.
Qimo 2.0 features support for multiple accounts and re-
places the eToys application on the launcher with Laby, an
educational game that teaches children the basics of pro-
gramming. A new character is introduced to the Qimo envi-
ronment. llla (pronounced “ee-1a”) is a polar bear.

Qimo is based on Xubuntu Linux. If you're already using
Ubuntu 10.04, Qimo can be run within your existing OS by
using Apt-get or Synaptic to add the gimo-session package
from the Universe repository. Qimo 2.0 can be dowloaded
via BitTorrent and mirrored at USF, NiuX, and the University
Roma.
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Peppermint Linux refreshes desktop
experience

Peppermint OS 1.0 uses Mozilla Labs’s Prism technology to
fully integrate with Cloud and web-based applications such
as Hulu and Gmail. The OS is built on Linux kernel 2.6.32,
the Xorg 7.5 GUI, and Openbox 3.4.10 for window manage-
ment.

In addition to onboard software, Peppermint includes de-
fault Cloud Applications Editor by PixIr, Facebook, Last.FM,
Hulu, Pandora, The Cloud Plyer, YouTube, Google Calendar,
Google Docs, Google Reader, and Gmail.

Peppermint contains a custom front end for Prism that
makes these web apps seamlessly integrate with the Light-
weight X11 Desktop Environment. Like Canonical’s recently
announced Ubuntu Light, Peppermint is designed to boot
and power down quickly, all while providing a familiar envi-
ronment for Linux users.

The operating system can be downloaded at http./
peppermintos.com/download. Full release notes and docu-
mentation can be found at http:/peppermintos.com/
release-notes.
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