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T he OpenOffice codebase is the 
foundation for two products: 
StarOffice is a commercial prod-

uct by Sun [1], and OpenOffice is the 
free software package available from [2]. 
There are no differences between the ac-
tual office packages; instead, Sun pro-
vides a collection of colorful add-ons, 
such as fonts, templates, and clipart 
with StarOffice. OpenOffice has most of 
the core functionality users expect from 
an office suite. The OpenOffice suite 
comes with almost all Linux distribu-
tions and is a major reason for the recent 

rise of desktop Linux. When OpenOffice 
2.0 arrived after many months of prelim-
inaries, we took a look to see if the final 
version was truly worth the wait.

File Formats
The most significant change in Open-
Office 2.0 may be the new file formats 
based on OASIS OpenDocument [3]. 
These formats are standardized and doc-
umented in minute detail, and what’s 
more, software vendors are allowed to 
implement them without restriction.

The idea behind OpenDocument – a 
standardized set of file formats sup-
ported by all programs on the market – 
is to provide genuine support for the 
global exchange of data. The EU has al-
ready decided to adopt open document 
formats, and the US state of Massachu-
setts has made them mandatory for all 
public offices by 2007.

KOffice and AbiWord both support 
OpenDocument, and the older OpenOf-
fice 1.1.5 version can read it. Software 
vendor Softmaker will be joining suit 
later this year. IBM/ Lotus and WordPer-
fect have announced OpenDocument 
support for future versions. Microsoft, 
unfortunately, has announced that it will 
not be supporting OpenDocument. An 
interview with one of the OpenDocu-
ment architects, and a discussion of the 
differences between OpenDocument and 
Microsoft’s WordML format, is available 
at [4]. From a technical point of view, 
the new file format is very similar to the 
older OpenOffice format; it comprises a 
group of XML files stored in a com-
pressed archive.

Tailored
KDE users in particular will benefit from 
the delay in releasing OpenOffice. Al-
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